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Executive
Summary

STRATEGICALLY LOCATED IN THE HEART OF THE MED
The Port of Taranto is located in the deep south of Italy, along the Scandinavian-Mediterranean Corridor of the EU Trans-European 
Transport Network. It is very close to the main traffics coming from the doubled Suez Canal, thus boasting a very special position 
between the Far East and the US connections and logistics activities. 

A FLOURISHINGECONOMICAREAFORINVESTMENTANDGROWTH.
TheSpecialEconomicZone(SEZ)representsauniqueinvestmentopportunity in the heartof the Med Area
SinceFebruary2021, the Regulationsfor the functioningof the CustomsFreeZoneof the Port of Taranto(CFZ)hasbeenactivated. The
CFZof the port of Tarantorepresentsa further attraction for the port and the back-port domainand will contribute to the growth of
both the newcontainerterminalandother port companies.

A FULLY INTERMODAL HUB
The Port boasts full intermodality and interoperability, being directly connected with the road and railway national networks and with 
the Grottaglie cargo airport (20 km) 

More information
www,port.taranto.it

TARANTO

1000 km
750 km
500 km
250 km

SUEZ
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Executive
Summary

More information
www,port.taranto.it

A MODERN, COMPETITIVE AND CUTTING-EDGE INFRASTRUCTURE 
The Port boasts new and modern infrastructural facilities including a new container terminal managed by a global operator, the San 
Cataldo Container Terminal SpA, controlledby Yilport Holdinga.s., runningto be rankedamongthe 10 leading terminal operators in 
the world. 
Thecompetitivevalueof the port of Tarantois significantlyenhanced by the industrialvocationof its traffic volumesdevelopedby the
concessionairesENI and AcciaierieŘΩLǘŀƭƛŀ, representingan important asset for the port and for the industrial logisticsservices
connectedto the relevantlocalplants.

ONTHEROUTEOFTHELONG-WAVEOFVALUECREATION
ThePortNetworkAuthority of the IonianSeahasimplementedits developmentstrategytrough the promotion of traffic diversification
in order to better placethe port in the cruiseindustry. In 2021numbersrapidlyincreasedandhome-porting activitieswerecarriedout
for the very first time in Taranto,in a newly establishedcruiseterminal that is currently run by the TarantoCruisePort, a company
controlledby GlobalPortsHoldingPlcόάDtIέύΣtheǿƻǊƭŘΩǎlargestindependentcruiseport operator.
The Port Authority is strengtheningits pivotal role in facilitating sustainabletransport, either through promoting sustainablecruise
tourism or generatingenergyefficiencyopportunitiesaswell asprovidingsourcefor innovation anda new cohesionbetween the port
andthe city.
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It is positioned along the Suez-Gibraltar route 

It is connected with the center of Europe by rail and road linking the port to the 
national networks

It is an ideal logistic and intermodal hub for the Asian, EU and US markets as well as 
the Med and North Africa 

It is in the TEN-T network as the final node of the rail/road terminal of the EU
Scandinavian-Mediterranean Corridor (the pink line linking Helsinkito Malta) and a
maritimenodeconnectingthe corridor to Valletta

It is includedin the wide Motorways of the Seanetwork, thus contributingto a further
diversificationanddevelopmentof port activities

It is an emerging cruise destination in the Mediterranean since 2017, as the Port
Authority hasbeen promoting the differentiation of port activities: cruisetourism can
playa pivotal role to put Tarantoport-city on new cruisemapsanditineraries.

The port of Taranto
Our positioning

TARANTO
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ThePort NetworkAuthority of the IonianSeaputs the developmentof local territory at the top of its priorities focusing
on intermodality, EUregulationcompliance,developingthe TEN-Tnetwork.
Theport of Tarantois the final node of the rail/road terminal of the Scandinavian-Mediterranean Corridor (Helsinki/
Malta) and a maritime nodeconnectingthe corridor to Valletta. Theextensionof the Baltic - Adriatic corridor with the
inclusionof the entire Adriatic railway network will allow the Portof Tarantoto coverthis lastcorridoraswell.

Thestrategyis to create an integrated logistic systemaround the port of Tarantobasedon a network of specialized
structureseffectivelyattractingmaritimetraffic andfosteringthe developmentof the localarea.

The port of Taranto
Ten-T Network

Rail transport from  
Taranto to central Europe

TRANSIT TIME ABOUT 34 HOURS

Maritime/road transport
From Taranto to central Europe

TRANSIT TIME ABOUT 8 DAYS

TARANTO

CENTRAL EUROPE
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The port of Taranto
In the heart of 
the MED
Ideal hub 
for the MoS

The strategic positioning 
of the port of Taranto in 
the Med makes it a useful 
hub for the Motorways of 
the Sea 

TARANTO
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The port of Taranto
Intermodal Connection

ROADLINKS
ThePort is locatedimmediatelyoutsidethe urbanareaandhasdirect accessto major
roadnetworks.
TheA14 Adriatic highway(Taranto-Bari-Bologna)providesa vital link for the Port of
Tarantoin termsof long-distancetransport,allowingquickandsmoothcargotransfer
on the wayto marketsin northern ItalyandcentralEurope.

RAILLINKS
ThePort is linked to the Adriatic rail ridge (Bari-Bologna)and to other lines serving
Potenza-Naples,Brindisi-Lecceand ReggioCalabria. TheMultipurposePier is directly
linked to the national rail network. The railway network will be further upgraded
thanks to the measuresprovided for in the NRRPwith particular referenceto the
extensionof high-speedrail andupgradingof regionalnetworks. Worksareunderway
by RFIto upgrade the railway network of the port which will allow, by 2025, an
efficient connectionof the port with the nationalnetwork. By2030, freight trainswith
a lengthover750meterswill start usingthe nationalnetwork oncethe modernization
of the nationalgridwill becompleted.

AIRPORTS
Theairport of Grottaglieis about 20 km from Tarantoand is connectedto the seaport
by a road that runs directly from the ǇƻǊǘΩǎNorthern Gate. Grottagliehasa 3.2 km
runway - amongthe longest in Europeand the secondin southern Italy for runway
length - for air cargoservices,thus offering scopefor an additionalmodeof transport
for goodshandledat the Portof Taranto.



Areas in concession 2,200,000 sqm

Public Operational Piers 200,000 sqm

Length of public quays 3,720 m

9,310 m
Length of quays in 

concession

No. of piers 7

Port domain
4,000,000 sqm
25 Km

13,027 mTotal quay length

Depth of the seabed
(-) 6m / (-) 23 m

Areas to be granted in 
concession

1,6 Mln sq m

Special Economic Zone

Free Trade Zone 162,89 ha.

442,2 ha.

9
More information
www,port.taranto.it

The port in numbers
The port today



10
More information
www,port.taranto.it

Port Traffic 
Industrial Traffic

4 
PIERS

Concessionaire ACCIAIERIE 5ΩL¢![L!
Iron and steel products

The factory in Taranto is the 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ 
largest steel plant.

MAINPRODUCTS
Hot rolled andpickledcoils
Coldrolled coils
Hot-dip galvanizedcoils
Cutsheetsandcoils

Concessionaire ENI
Refined oil products 

1 
PIER

The Italian company is present all over the 
world. One of the global supermajors in the Oil 
& Gas sector.
ENIS.p.A. hasa concessionto operate a 1100
m jetty with 2,220 meters of berthage for
loading and discharging crude oil, refined
products and by-products. Transshipment is
carried out by a conveyor system linking the
jetty with the refinery.
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Port Traffic 
Container Terminal

Since2019, the container terminal is run by a new concessionaire,the SCCT- San Cataldo Container
Terminal, a companycontrolled by Yilport Holdinga.s., one of the most important port operators in the
world whichalreadyoperatesin 21 other ports globally. Theproject relatingto the MultipurposePierof the
port of Taranto provides for an important strategic re-positioning of the terminal in the central
Mediterraneanwith the gradualachievementof significanttraffic targets. Theinfrastructurerepresentsan
intermodalhub in the heart of the Mediterraneanandiscapableof accommodatingstate-of-the-art ships.

The presence of 900 reefer plugs for refrigerated containers also opens up perspectives for the
developmentof refrigeration logistics,to the benefit of the agri-food chain.

The terminal is equipped with first-rate systemsfor loading and unloadingcontainer trains, thanks to a
bundle of five tracksdirectly connectedto the national railway network on the west side of the terminal.
Tworail-mountedgantrycranesensurerapid loading/ unloadingof containersfrom trains.

900
Reefer plugs for refrigerated containers

Rail links
5 TRACKS directly connected to the national railway network

Depth of the sea
Today: (-) 15m. / (-) 12.5m.

From 2024: (-) 16.5 m. / (-) 15.5m

Quay length
1,800 m.

Area
1 MILLION sq.m

Capacity 
2 MILLION TEUS
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Port Traffic 
Cruise Traffic

In April 2021, The Port Network Authority of the Ionian
Seahasgranteda concessionto the Taranto CruisePort
(TCP)- controlledby GlobalPortsHoldingPlc, the largest
independent cruise terminal operator globally ς for
implementingsupportservicesto cruisepassengersin the
port of Taranto. For the next 20 years, the TCPwill run a
portion of state-owned maritime areas and facilities
locatedon the St. CataldoPier,in the Port of Taranto.

Cruise terminal

2022
Destination of the Year

The TCPis currently using, on a transitional basis,a
prefabricated structure dedicated to the supporting
servicesto cruise passengerstransiting in the port of
Tarantoas well as to all those who choosethe Ionian
port asa port of embarkationanddisembarkation. 

28 CRUISE CALLS
1 Cruise Lines
(YEAR 2021)

80.309 
PASSENGERS

(reduced capacity)

138.548  
PASSENGERS

54 CRUISE CALLS
9 Cruise Lines
(YEAR 2022)

38 CRUISE CALLS
7 Cruise Lines
(YEAR 2023)

108.810 
PASSENGERS

139.511
PASSENGERS

45 CRUISE CALLS
8 Cruise Lines
(YEAR 2024)

35 CRUISE CALLS
7 Cruise Lines
(YEAR 2025)

124.000  
PASSENGERS
(expected)

https://port.taranto.it/index.php/en/berths/container-terminal-3
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Port Traffic 
Public Piers

PUBLIC OPERATIONAL AREAS 

200,000 sqm
LENGTH OF PUBLIC QUAYS 

1,610 m

PROJECT CARGO BULK

WIND TURBINES
 PARTS

VEHICLES

BREAKBULK CRUISE
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Logistics 
Logistic Park

Room temperature warehouse
The warehouse has an area of 
4,836 sqm.

Storage yard
The yard extends over an area 
of 25,700 sqm.

Rail link
The Logistic Park railway tracks 
(no. 4 rail tracks) will be linked to 
the Taranto railway station and 
the national railway network

Refrigerated warehouses
The warehouse has an area of about 5,376 
sqm and a capacity of 48,000 m3. It is 
dedicated to the storage of perishable 
goods. There are four refrigerated cells 
where temperature can vary from -25°C to 
+5°C.

DEDICATED BERTHING ς Pier 4 West Side

Length:
600 m.

Depth:
-12 m.

Area
200,000 sqm.

The Port Authority has recently 

completed the procedure to award 

the concession to manage the Logistic 

Platform to the Vestas Blades Italia 

Srl
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Port & Territory 
Open Port and the
Falanto Port 
Service Center

Open Port will be the first port center in southern Italy. It will showcasethe
functioning and history of the Port of Taranto through the creation of a cultural
itinerary that will lead visitors (i.e. students, citizens, tourists, etc.) to learn and
becomefamiliar with its activities,peopleand trades: the story of the port of Taranto
will be the focalpoint andtriggerfor the narration.

At the presentstage,OpenPort is a virtual, lively place, which through modernand
sharedcontentsand languages,opensthe doorsof the port to a target of activeand
involvedvisitors,especiallyyoungpeople: a placeopento new ideasandnewroutes!

Theproject representsthe main crossroadsbetweenthe Port andthe Cityof Taranto,
actingaseducational,information and interactive hub open to the localcitizensand
to all those- touristsandvisitors- willing to explorethe port andmaritimeculture.

ThePort Network!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎobjectiveis to provideTarantowith a new sea-
culture,encouragingthe unionof the port, the city andthe environmentinto a
singleexperience.

@OpenPortTaranto

@openport_taranto

www.tarantopenport.com
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Port & Territory 
Waterfront Mar Grande

Duration: 2022ς2025

CostΥ ϵ нфΦмнрΦлллΣлл

Funding: Port Network Authority of the Ionian Sea 
ςPort of Taranto 

TheάWaterfront Mar Grandeέproject is theΨƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƭŀƴΩfor the regenerationand refurbishmentof the
publicsea-landareasin Taranto.
Thewaterfront is the keyelement to relaunchthe port-city asa tourist andcruisedestination, from a local
to globalperspective,asthe project interventionareasare locatedin a stretchof land that is currently in a
stateof physicalandenvironmentaldegradation.
Theproject will havetwo main functions: on the one hand,that of beingan infrastructuralwork of coastal
defenseandenvironmentalprotection; on the other hand,that of creatinga "promenadepaysagée" with a
strong cultural connotation, thanks to the physicalrepositioning of the Eastgate of the Port which will
allow anopenaccessto the Portdomainto visitorsandcitizens.

Theoverarchingstrategybeyondtheseprojectsis to pavethe way for the creationof theΨport-city of the
futureΩΣwhere the investmentsin the creation of a new dressfor the port-city waterfront representa
goodreasonto further strengthenthe relationshipbetweenthe port and the localcommunityby usinga
moresustainableapproach.
Theregenerationof the urbanwaterfront in the Port-Cityof Tarantoisa well-structuredprocessinvolving
a numberof actorsandactionsto be takenat different levels.
The existing cooperation between the PNAISand the Municipality of Taranto has been further
strengthenedby the CollaborationAgreement(underthe Lawn. 241/1990) signedin May 2020that lays
the foundationsfor the definition of a sharedgovernanceplan to achievejoint territorial development
strategies.
TheMinistry for Sustainableinfrastructuresand mobility has includedthe project in the list of eligible
actionsundertheάtwhDw!aa!DIAZIONEECOSESIONEάLbCw!{¢w¦¢¢¦w9Ew9¢Lέ2014-2020έ.

The future look of the waterfront

Beyond the SEAty: Taranto urban waterfront proudly merges the sea and the city

THE PROJECT IN A NUTSHELL

The future look of the waterfront The future look of the waterfront
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EU Projects
Swan Project
Enhancing regional transportation through
SustainableWater AerodromeNetwork

Swanproject is part of the project portfolio of the
Port of Taranto,funded by the Interreg V-A Greece-
Italy 2014-2020 Program. 

It aims to develop seaplane infrastructure within
Ports and coastal areas, supporting multimodal
integration & interconnectionof transport modesin
the CrossBorderterritory.

The project aims to increase in the number of
maritime transport passengersin the port of Taranto
via the set up of a water aerodromeand the related
mini terminal that will function asa mini-hub alsofor
localtransportneeds.

Theprojectendedin November2023
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Theproject refersto an arealying in theάMar Piccoloέwhoseproperty hasbeentransferredby the Italian
Navyto the Port NetworkAuthority of the IonianSeawith the aim to foster its recoverythrougha cultural
and tourist enhancementof the whole area, thus allowing the constructionof a tourist port to be used
alsofor leisureactivities.

Theareaisparticularlyvaluablealsofor the redevelopmentof the waterfront that looksout to Mar Piccolo
in Tarantowhich is currently forbiddendue to the presenceof military infrastructuresalongthe coast. The
project will allow to enjoy the spectacularview on the occasionof the transit of cruiseshipsthrough the
swingbridgeaswell ason the occasionof the transit of maxi-yachts.

Theproject involvesthe realizationof works for enablingthe mooringof shipsand maxi-yachtsaswell as
the requalification and refurbishment of the existingbuildings in άExTorpediniereέarea in order to re-
think their vocationasa "marina"andfor tourism,culturalandcommercialactivities.

Theplannedworks includethe constructionof aάƴŀǳǘƛŎŀƭCenter",aimedat implementingactivitiessuch
as pleasuretourism; nautical services; garaging,small shipbuilding,nauticalaccessories; complementary
commercialactivities.

Beyond the line
Ex Torpediniere
Taranto
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APPRODI SRL ς a company providing 
mooring berths as follows:

Á120berthsup to 10m
Á30berthsfrom 10.01mto 24m

and provides the following services:
Docking, water, electricity, security,
tourist information, hauling, waste
collection.

Boating and Yachting
The Taranto Marina

GAP ENERGY ITALIA 1 SRL ς company 
providing a tourist port as follows

Á177 berths up to10m
Á20 berths from 10.01mto 24m
Á3 berths over 24 m 

and provides the following services:
Docking, water, electricity, security,
tourist information, toilets, parking,
hauling,wastecollection

The boating and yachting offer of the Port of Taranto consists of «mooring berths» and a 
«tourist port»currently managed by:

19



Taranto Smart Green Port
A Brand-new Energy
Transition & 
Environmental 
Strategy

More information
www,port.taranto.it 20

Energy transition has becomea central pillar of the
strategies of port authorities, aiming to reduce the
environmental impact of the flow of goods through
ports. It hasalsoprovenitself to be a keyelementin the
relations with and impact generated towards urban
centreslocatednearport areas.

The PNAIS,supported by all the stakeholdersof the
surrounding port community, aims to prioritize
transforming existing systemsinto models based on
renewableand intelligent energy.

EXISTING 
PROJECT 

FINANCING 
PROPOSALS

Integrated 
management

E-mobility and 
energy 

efficiency of 
buildings 

(e-building)

Energy 
efficiency of 
the Authority 
headquarters

Installation of 
a photovoltaic 
system at the 
Multipurpose 

Pier

Adaptation of 
technological 

systems

Renewable 
energy plants

Public lighting 
replacement

Cold ironing: 3 main actions to be developped within the NRRP by 2026

DEASP 
The Environmental Energy Planning

Document
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State Concessions
Represented by a Tax Credit up to 
100 million euros per investment, 

and a 50% reduction on the 
Income Tax for those starting a 

new business activity

Regional Concessions
All regions can ensure resources 

for investments in SEZ

Simplification of the 
Governance System

By strengthening the operation and 
the powers of the Commissioner 

who will have the title of the Unique 
Authorization procedure, and will be 
the main contact person for all the 
economic actors willing to invest in 

the referred area

Administrative and bureaucratic 
simplifications

State and Local procedures that 
every Region and Municipality can 

resolve

Customs Free Trade Zone
Which permits to get benefit
for VATand Duties relief for
goods imported into Italy
from non-EUCountries

Favourablecredit conditions
The Law provides the
possibility to achieve
agreements or conventions
with banks to help business
investments

A general overview
Special Economic 
Zones

Digital Single Window
Since September 2022 business 

owners can access the SEZ Digital 
Single Window to apply forSingle 

Authorizationfor the 
implementation of investment 
projects in the areas of the SEZ

Single Authorization
TheSingleAuthorization,issued
following a special service
conference in which the
interested public bodies
participate, replaces all
previous authorisations and
concessions, in compliance
with the regulations on
environmental impact
assessment.

In order to attract investments,encourageeconomic growth and
createjobs,manycountrieshaveexperimentedwith the creationof
"advantagezones"for the establishmentof newbusinesses.

The SingleSpecialEconomicZone (SEZ)in SouthernItaly and the
Simplified LogisticsZones(SLZ)in Central - Northern Italy have as
their fundamentalobjective the increasein the competitivenessof
the port and backportareasand of the establishedcompanies,the
attraction of direct investments,especiallyby foreign entities, the
increasein exports, the creation of new jobs and the more general
developmentof production and logistics,through tax and customs
benefits,administrativesimplificationandinstitutional support.

SEZ Single Window:
https://www.strutturazes.gov.it/it
/sportello-unico/presenta-qui-la-
domanda/ 

https://www.strutturazes.gov.it/it/sportello-unico/presenta-qui-la-domanda/
https://www.strutturazes.gov.it/it/sportello-unico/presenta-qui-la-domanda/
https://www.strutturazes.gov.it/it/sportello-unico/presenta-qui-la-domanda/
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The Customs Free Zone offers the exclusive benefit to carry out activities free of customs duties

The port includes: 
11 bonded areas covering 
a total surface of 162,89 ha

The following activities can be carried out free of customs duties: 
Å Long-term storage of goods 
Å Manipulation, light packaging, cleaning
Å Transformation and manipulation for import-export purposes

(EU) Regulation nr. 952/2013 of the EuropeanParliamentandof the Council.

With the issueof the PresidentialOrdinanceof the PortNetworkAuthority of the IonianSea(PNAIS)on 16
February2021, the Regulationsfor the functioning of the CustomsFreeZoneof the Port of Tarantohas
been activatedand is now in force. TheCustomsFreeZone(CFZ)wasestablishedby law n. 160 of 27th
December2019and its perimeter wasdefined by PresidentialDecreeof 13th March 2020of the PNAIS,
then approvedby DirectorialDeterminationof 28th April 2020 issuedby TheCustomsand Monopolies
Agency. In collaborationwith the CustomsAgency,the Port Authority has started a highly innovative
project of digitalizationof the CustomsFreeZonethat will improve efficiency,servicesand processes.
Oncethis innovationprocessiscompleted,the CustomsFreeZonewill boastcutting-edgedigitalsystems.

Customs Free Zone
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Supportingentrepreneurship, investmentin innovation andstart-ups andassistingthe maritime industryachieveits climatetargets
for agrowingBlueEconomyarekey factors in the developmentstrategyof the port of Taranto.

To this aim, CassaDepositie Prestiti Venture CapitalSGRand the Port Network Authority of the Ionian Sea,in cooperationwith
national and internationalpartners,havelaunchedFAROS, a unique maritime acceleratorin Italy, verticallyspecializedin the Blue
Economy.

PNAISmainpartnerscomefrom the TarantoPortecosystem,the Energysector(Oil,gas,alternativefuels),the financialsector(banks,
venturecapital,businessangels)andthe innovation-related consultancy sector.

FAROShasrun its 3rd AccelerationProgramin 2024. With 196applicationsreceived,25 startups selected,10 of whichhavealready
started the accelerationprocess(on 4 October),Farosconfirms to be a major international programfor the most disruptive Blue
economystartupsat Italianandinternationallevel, ableto developinnovativesolutionsbasedon the needsof the corporatepartners. 

A unique maritime accelerator 
specialized in Blue Economy
FAROS maritime accelerator

https://farosaccelerator.com/

